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Miamiseeks
federal funds

forstreetcars

Feasibility under study
for $132 million project

By Diserar neL Cameo

The City of Miami is moving
an a streetear project for a 6.8-
mile roundirip loop between
downtown Miami and the De-
sign District. The project is set
to begin operations in 2009,

The project is undergoing an
analysis for federal fends, said
Lilia Medina, manager for the
project.

Miami commissioners in Feb-
ruary approved $550.000 to
design infrastructure to accom-
mogdate a strectear system in
Midtown Miami. The funds
came from the city’s share of
Miami-Dade County s half-per-
cent transtt surtax.

The city completed a feasibil-
ity study and the study con-
cluded that the project is physi-
cally and financially fit.

The Federal Transit Adminis-
tration is reguiring the city to
run the analysis study. The cost
1o build the streetcar system is
estimaled 1o be $132 million.
and the cost to operate vearly is
estimated at $3.5 million.

A prototype of strectears in
use in Portland. OR, is being
used for the Miami project.

Ms, Medina estimated the city
would have eight cars in opera-
tiop renning on tracks next to
the curb with [0-minute
headways., “The cars will run
al H-minute intervals between
station stops and the streetcar
will rup on rail within the street
right of way, " said Ms. Medina.

The city is embarking on the
anaivsis study to receive $50
mitlion {from the Transportation
Eguity Act for the 2Ist Cen-
wry. The act includes measures
to integrate road. rail, wansit,
marine and air transportation
financing,

“Thisisa veryexciting project
for the Chty of Miami,” said Ms.
Medina. “The next sieép is to
have public mvolvement from
the community, businesses, City
of Miami commissioners and
government entities such ns
Miami-Dude County and the
Florida Department of Trans-
portation,”



