
Virginia Key Master Plan: 2010

A Forgotten Natural Wonder, 
A Community Planning Process

by the Virginia Key Public Planning Coalition
with City of Miami Planning Department



Virginia Key Public Planning Coalition

Urban Environment League

University of Miami School of 
Architecture

Dade Heritage Trust

Friends of Miami Marine Stadium

Villagers

National Trust for Historic 
Preservation

World Monument Fund

DOCOMOMO

Virginia Key Beach Park Trust

Miami Neighborhoods United 

Dade County History Museum
Tropical Audubon Society
Sierra Club
Urban Paradise Guild
Miami Rowing Club
Miami International Triathlon
Speedboat Racing Association of 

America
Dragon Boat Racing Association
Swim Gym
Rusty Pelican
Friends of Virginia Key

ΧƳƻǊŜΧ



And Partnered With

Å/ƛǘȅ ƻŦ aƛŀƳƛ aŀȅƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀŦŦ

Å/ƛǘȅ ƻŦ aƛŀƳƛ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀŦŦ

ÅCity of Miami Planning Department 

ÅMiami Dade County DERM

ÅMiami Dade County Public Works Department

ÅMiami Dade County Transportation

Å5ŀŘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊ DƛƳŜƴŜȊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ



Why are we here?
ÅIn Oct 2009 City Commission voted to delay the approval 

of the Virginia Key Master Plan to allow for additional 
community input. 

ÅAfter numerous public meetings (three workshops) and 
at least a dozen working sessions - as well as consultation 
and collaboration with Planning Staff and government 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎΣ  ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳǎ 
plan.





We have built consensus for a better plan for Virginia Key, 

showing the value of a more coherent public process that 

has included the hard work of many people in this room -

both public officials and concerned residents. We thank you.



Enduring Themes and Features of Va Key

ωEducation and research related to the 
natural world

ωRecreation and leisure spaces in the 
water and on land

ωHistorical interpretation of the island 
and preservation of key sites: VK 
Beach, Marine Stadium, natural areas

ωPreservation and enhancement of 
nature



WHAT IS UNIQUE ABOUT ITS SETTING?

BISCAYNE BAY

AQUATIC PRESERVE

BISCAYNE BAY

NATIONAL PARK

VIRGINIA KEY

V I R G I N I A K E Y :
MIAMI MARINE PARK

and UEL

http://www.miami.edu/


VIRGINIA KEY: 1300 ACRES, 700 ACRES SUBMERGED, TOTAL ACREAGE 2000

CENTRAL PARK: 840ACRES

HOW BIG IS VIRGINIA KEY?

V I R G I N I A K E Y :
MIAMI MARINE PARK

and UEL

http://www.miami.edu/


Deed Restrictions: 
tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ /ƻƴǾŜȅŜŘ ǘƻ [ƻŎŀƭ DƻǾΩǘǎ 

for Public Purposes 

ωaŀǊƛƴŜ {ǘŀŘƛǳƳΥ άaŀǊƛƴŜ {ǘŀŘƛǳƳ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƛŜŘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ 
ƻƴƭȅέ ŦƻǊ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛƴ ŀǊŜŀΦ

ω±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ YŜȅ .ŜŀŎƘ όмфунύΥ άŦƻǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇŀǊƪ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻƴƭȅέ 
or it reverts to the county. (No Hotels Recommended for 
the Island!)




